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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIEW WITH

» Spring=-

— L.I.U,Lu' i d s W CA O LIUVGL VLA ORDW ML LLlLO JIWING W L4 et
= Agente W P
& oooperative but it is not Te goo

witness inasmuch as he is & habitual drunkerd by his own admission end had
to be contacted twice before he w s in & condition to talk to the Agents.
has mo known orimindl record. He furnished the following

signea stotemsnt.
" Springfield, Ill.
September 16, 1943

fieldl iii“ io voluntarlly give the foliowing statement to Spoeial Agents

of the Federal Bureau of Investigetion. No threats or
e —————————— 5
promises of eny kind were mede to cause me to meke this statement,

"T wap born in iprprnd-
—who wias neturalized at —

"I started working in Mine B a'bout' years age, joining
U.M.W, at thet time. I never held an office in any union. I was working
at Mine B when the Union split up and Progressives started. I don't know
the cause of the split and didn't have anything to do with starting PMA.
I joined PMi along with 811 the other miners. I don't favor any union.

"] don't know what caused the striko at Mine B in 1937

and can't remember whether I w orkoed therse the daoy the strike started or
not, .

"I don't reccll signing eny petitions for either PM. or

"I don't know how the pioketing started ot Mine B and I
only went over there to get something to eat.

"I recall voting in one NLRB eleotion and remoubor that
1 wvoted for my sympathy the UMIL.

"During the period that Mine B was olosed on strike I
wes on WPA for 13 months., I got & letter from Mr. ELSHOFF to coms bask

to0 work and when I went beck I didn't pay dues to either union, but later
I joined UML.,
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RE:; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETaL

INTERVIE! "I was never threatened or beat at Mine B efter I went
back to work and I never saw or heard of any of the
COITINUED men getting beat up.

"] have read the above statement consisting of 13 pages

a:id ths same is trus and correct. )
/+/

Specicl agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, I1l1."
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he: JOHN L. LEwIS, ETAL.
ringfield, Illinocis
was interviewed at his home by Speclal Agenis and

He is 2 (NP 2turelized citizen of the United States and speaks
English well but it is not believed he would make 2 good witness due to his lack
of knowledge of the occurrences a2t line ¥B" incident to this case, inasmach as
Le was not present at the mine during the controversial period.

He was cooperative and submitted the following signed statement:

"Springfield, Ill.
September 9, 1943

ke the following voluntary
who are Special Agents of
No threats or promises have been made to

statement
the Federal bureau o vestigation.
get me to make a statement.

"] was born in T came to U.S.
mcame 2 naturaltizea citizen of U. S.

"I pegan working at Old North Mine near Springfield, Ill. in -ane
joined U.l.Ww. in - I kave never held an office in amy union.

#As far as I know, relations were good at Mine 'Bf prior to the
formation of P.X.A. It was my understanding that LEVIS had bargained for a lowes
wage scale and the miners voted for an increase and then the ballots were stole...
This caused the men to form a new union cslled P.M.A. Mine 'B! was idle at thar
tire and br. ELSHOFF signed an agreement with P.M.&. so he could open the mine.

I had joined P.K.A, because the majority of the men changed over fram U.Y.W. to
P.V.A. and I could go back to work.

1] know of no strikes or closed doors or amy attempts by ELCHOFF or
the Kine officials to discredit P.L.A. or show any partiality toward U.k.W.

"I thought the officers of P.L.A. were honest and did a good job.
I had no difficulty while I was a member of P.X.A. while I worked at Mine 'B'.
No one attempted to get me to join U.N,W. at thst time and I did not know of

any spies at Mine 'Bf.




I have not returned to Mine 'B' since 1 quit in
lost all my tools at kine 'B' because I never went back for then.

1T am now working at “m Seringfield but do
not belonz to any union. I have no preierence ior any union, and if I had

my own free will and choice I would not choose any union.

"I have had this 2 page statement read to me by—

and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
(signed) NN

Special Agent, F.B.I.
Specizl Agent, F.E.I.M

witn
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

TLzzeroy W TH —
& was interviewed at his home b

:nd

A
conerative but 1 is not that B W

s 1e.1% L nNe wWo

=
of his inability to speak English and lac
facts in the Nine B situation.
He furnished the following signed statement:
"Springfield, Ill.
September, 1%, 1943

0.

ke w1l g caANRe

maxe a Fliness becaus
k

of knowledge of pertinent
s no c¢riminal record.

ﬁl. do

Buxcuu UU HFCUJ-DJ- J\ G & BN

the Federal Buraau of Investi-
thraeats or promises of any kind have been made to cause me to
make this statement.

"I was born in
I vas naturslize
soon as I came to Americsz Jolnlng the UMWA at that time.
held an office in any union. I now work at

emigrating to Amerieca in
started working in the mines as
I have never

"I started at Mine B in longing to UMWA at that time. I
was satisficd with UMWA at that time. In 1332 the miners revolted
against John L. louis and started the PHA. I joined the P-A and liked
it better than U"MA. because you couldn't vote under Johnn L. lewis.

"I don't know what caused the strike at Mine B in 1937. I just
worked and ninded my ovn business. I never attended any meetings because
I don't understand English very well.

"I tock part in the picksting and sit down strike out at Mine B
and was there off an_ on all the time it was poing on.

"% yotod in the lst NLRB election which the Progressiveswon.
"During the time that Minc B was closcd down by strike I didn't
'Worko

"In 1939 I got n letter from Mr. Elshoff to go back to work. I
vant back to Mine B and did company work. I siill bslonged to PiA at
thot time. I hurt my log and asked Oscar Falcetti to give me a room.

Af‘ber I got 2 room and w=s diggine coal a Big Fgllow who was UMYA came
rnto my room and wantc r] me Lo take 2 TT?L!!‘M }"\‘n++nn, })\!1’ I +D]d h'ﬁm no '1nd

J-J.l LA—d I.MJ 4 WAL Tliba

threw it away. Shortly after that I couldn't breathe and I found out
th1t somconz had shut off my air. Ilater I saw two or threc men bezt
up in the wash house. I'm not good on names and can't tell the names

e bl -
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Re: JORM L. LEVIS, ET AL

of these men or the ones who beat them up, except
that "Bowling Creen” was one of the men who beat up
on one PMA miner.

continued

“inen I finally joined UMVA there were only about 10 PMA men
left at Mine B and I was afraid of getting beat up. I didn't join UMWA
by choice but because 1 was scared being an 0ld man.

nI yoted in the 2nd NLRB election and again I voted for FMA

again. I wouldn't ever vote for UMiA. I could have a free and
voluntary choice of unions I would choose Frogressives.

"] have had the above 2 1/4 pages of voluntary stat = made
by me read to me, in the presence of my daughler, by: foent The

same is true and correct.
(sgnee) I

Ttnessed:

Speclal Agen .B.1.
Springfield, I11."



INTERVIER TWITH

Springfield, Illinois, was interviewed at his home

opened in 1939 and was in 2 position to have & good tion,
v but he had & very poor mcmory and was unmble to rocall many pertiment iaets.
]

For this reason it is not believed that he would make a good witness.
denied having any eriminal record., He furnished the following eigned state-
ment : )

"Springfiecld, Ill,
September 10, 1943,

do make the

“I’

followins voluntary statement to Speciai agents unuF
of the Federal Burcou of Inveatigation. Ko threats or
omises of any kind have Been made to couse me to make this statomont.

" was born o NN : - orccontly employed

I first started working 4n

» abou joining United Mine Workers
ed working et Mine B about continuing
and 1932 UMRA and the Mine B Officials got

out at
the mines 0 ’

of America ot that timo. I start
my UM membership. BEBetween

— N -~ __ & _n A
Blong u;rlgnn.

“John L. Lewis was thc cause of the split in 1832, He wedt against
our vote and made us take & reduction in wages. 1 was & delegate to the
convention at Gillespie in Septomber 1932 when we decided to form the Progres-
sive Yinc Workors of I ncver held an is union until
After
er men at Mine B,
At first the PMA got nlong finc with the Mine B officianls, but about a year
before the strike Osear Falcettl came to me on two scparale occ&ssions and

asked me if I didn't think the PMA was slipping, I just walked away,

s ——

"In the Spring of 1937 our contract ron out on March 31, and a
temporary agrcement was signed. Therc was an argument between PMA and Elshoff
as %o whether this contract contained a retroactive clause, There were a
nunber of men at Yine B who made an issue out of this, and wanted to form a
new UMGA local, Thesc men as 1 can recall were: Joe Albanesc, Andrew
Schrolevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Ploteh,

Jgohn {Cotton) Ananias, Johm Sirtout, Goorge & Bmory Jacaway, Charlcs Bohannon,
James Folc, and Cudge Baumgarncr, The PIth then held trials for thosc men

and suspended some an expelled othsrs, Therc were at least two moetings where
these men were tried, 1 attended these meetings and recall that we

suspended the men by o rising vote, I rocall that written charges werc mnde




Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

] T to our Trial Board, who made a recormendation
to tho local and we wvoted as stated above, Some
continue of the organiters refuscd to come to the meetings

- unless they were suspended or expelled. There wos ¢
2 rumor that each ome of these orzanirers got $2,000,00 spiece for they
work, The Co, wns notified that the suspended men were no longer ombor
and askcd to dismiss the expelled members. This the Co. rofused to do.

"The men wore dissatisfied because the Co, wouldn't fire the expelled
members, and bocause of the back pay situation & on the day of the strike
oy 12, 1937 lots of thc men loadcd short cars of coal. I was down in the
mine digeging and the first I kncw of the strike was when we werc called out
on top about 2 p m by the P4 Board Mcmber. No orders werc given to load
coal short, the men just did that by themselves,

"1 recall going to the Board Members Office about two wecks after the
strike and signing a slip showing that I wanted PMA os rmy bargaining agent.

"I don't rcecall when the picketing or set down strike startod but
I participated in both for most of the time that they went on. I was at
the mine when we were put off by the injunction, I didn't like it and
figured that we were whipped then.

"Soon after the set down strike I voted in the NLRB clection which
the Progressives won 404-25, This eloction wns fair and squere. I recall
6 pamplet being passed out but don't recall what it said or who passed it out.

"I have no knowledge of anmyone trying to reopen the minc either
before or after the NLRB election.

"During the period wc were out on strike I worked on WPA and was
working therc when I got o lettcr to come back to Mine B, The letter gnye us
10 days to go back tc work or lese our jobs, :

Mhen I Vine B in 1939 I still retained my PMA membership
At the time I was elected
elisve ebou ue About August 1940

}
§
|
Charles Bohannon came to my homo at and asked me to joim K (4
MEA, when I wouldn't he said that f if I didn't -
he safd] .<&
8 when T
A11 of this ocourrod after I was fired in June of 1940 R
s Vihat do you mean by sitting by that sceb son-of-a
o an outside check wolghman who had been brought in by .UMAA.

\
L
[
l

my house was bombed.
for asking
bitch referring

"I never witnesscd any violence or beatings out at Mins B as most
of it occurrod after I was fired,
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

"I remember voting in the second NLRB eleotion dbut
my vote was contested because I was on WPA again,

"I recall that early in 1937 came to
U Sprinzfield, I11, and began to tolk against PMA.
ias a rogular MDA organiser and not working at Mine B at the time.
said thot UMA wos going to toke ¥ine B over and already had a lot of
the men siened up. He promiscd me the job of check weighman if I'd go along
with UMNA, I asked him how he could promise me that when the men have to

vote on it and he seid if you don't believe me If11 take you to ioi Edmundson

wh~ will sce to it that you get it. Shortly ofter that I met again on
the strect downtown and he asked me if I'd made up my mind yet. old him
ns. This was 2ll before the strike in May of 1837,

"If 1 had & free and voluntary choice of unjons I would choose
Progressives,

"I have read the above statement consisting of five peges. The sume
if true and correct and I do hereby sipgn my name,

N i<+

sizned) Special Agent - F.B.I.
(signed) Spocial Agent - F,B.I."
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Re« JOHN L. LE'IS, BT AL.
INTSRYIZ: VITH

9 I11inois, ¥as join intervieve ' sidence on
] ember 13, 1943 by Special Luentsm
and ﬁls presently employed at ine B, He -
operative and villingly ansvered all questions asked, He is alert but was

unable to express himself vell. He stated he vas forced to join the Bf to
keep his job. He executed the folloving statement, .

"Springfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943

! nake the following voluntary statement to

an vhom I knov to be Special Agents

0of the Tederal Bureau ol Investipation, U.S. Department of Justice.
"I was born in entered the thited

States in- naturallzed a ringileld, Illinecis in live

at , Spriugfield, T11., and I an presen employed
as .

a rger a

#The first union I ever joined vias the United Iiine Torkers of
trerica thichi vill be referred to hereinafter as the M. I joined
this union in

w] wvorked at tvo mines, both at Springfield, T1l., before I
started vorking in ¥ine B in -as a nember of the .

T have never held an office in any unien.
[ 1 W~ A .-_.--;- PTG S R
TAS 1a8r af 1 KoYy Ivlduliliid

satisfactory before 1932.

nT joined the Progressive liine Y.orkers of America, vhich vill
be referred to hereinafter as the PPA, voluntarily in September, 1932
when the organized at !line B, I took no active part in the formation
©f this union, but vanted to join because I thought it vould be a better
union to vork umder than the UM,

flT+ was v ids
JJ *\‘U

cannot sa_.r vhat it vas, but everyone felt that there vas s
secret betveen the WF and Elshoff to try to pget rid of the RMA at

Mine B.

that WM shoff favored the nr over the PMA, I

L F1- T WA SR WA AR«

"] liked the PUA and I think evervone vas Satisfied with that
union and its' leaders,
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Re: JOHN L, LE IS, ET AL.

INTERVIW ' ITH T knov the following men: Andrev Schrelevious,
Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch,
(Continued) John Cotton, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Fmory Jacavay,

James Hale and Bovlinggreen, Prior to May , 1937 1 did not
knov 1f the above nentioned men vere W. organizers at Mine B.

"] retumed to léine B on November, 1939 as é PlA member, Sometime

after T had retum 1vork Andrev Schrelevious came to my house which at
that time vas Springfield, I11, and asked me to join
wE., I told hin I vo not. He said if I dad not, I vould lose my job at

the mine. A veek later, Ton;” Plotch and John Cotton came to ry house on
_Hand Plotch said if I did mot join the Uf it wowld be very
bad Ior ric. imev that he meant I vould be beaten up or something like
that vould happen to me if I dad not join. That same night Tony Plotch gave

rne a menbership card and I signed up vith the T because I vas ai‘raid__rhat
night happen to me if I did not sign up vith the UM,

"] did not aitend the PHA meeting on =y 11, 1937, but I kner
there vas going to be a meeting from talking vith the other miners. I
heard the next day by *ord of mouth from the other miners that some miners
inciuded in the list of names set out in this statemcnt wers expelled
from the P4 at that nmeeting.

nThe only thing I know about the waye scale trouble in the Spring
of 1937 was that Elshoff did not recornize the retroactive clause in the contract
rhich meant I vas supposed to get back pay, dating back to April 1, 1937. I
never got this back pay.

"The day of the strike, in llay, 1937, I vas digging coal in Box
the South scction of the mine. On this day I loaded my coal cars short because
the PMA Pit Comnmittee teld nie to, I understand that trouble had started on
that morning vith Elshoff because he vould not discharge the miners vwho had

been throtn out of the PuA.

"] vent out to the mine to help picket about about three months in
the PUA picket line after the strike started.

Y alvays vanted to kecp on vorking under the PHA. I never vanted
to go back again wnder the {11.. I vas forced to retum to the WM Wy Ploteh

and John Cotton or losc my Jjob.
#] do not renember signing any petitions in the swmer of 1937,
#In September, 1937 I vent out to the mine vhen the mine tried

to open. The PLA leaders told us ve vould not be able to go dom into the
mine to vork that day because ve vere Progressives and becausc the 'tine B

- 57 =
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R: JOHN L. LE IS, ET AL.

operators vould not let the P vork, Only the Bf men
could v ork, I did not go to the mine again until the
mine opened-up in 1939.

nT voted in the first N.L.R3B. clection., It vas & fair election.

"4t the time of the second I.L.K.B. election everyonc 1 talked to
knov the U had a majority and the ME fined us if we did not vote, The PMA
man also vere fined if tuey did not vote, The men vho still vanted to vork
under the PHA, but vho Terc forced to join WS, vere tired of being out of
rork and thatt's wiy so many voted for the Tnited liine ° orkers.

"? can speak the English language and go can my vife, but ¥ve can
not read Fnglish, This statenent consisting of three and onc helf pages

Tas read to me by —in the prescnce of —and it is
truc and corrget.,

" itnesscd;

/s/

Special s.oent, Fl.B.T.

!pecial jpent Fu.B.I.M

—



Springfield,
—y oy mman War Braninl Acants
- JMINES W . L Sl

. -_ l l1ilinocis, was 1niLerviewsa av nis ¥ &poia
=\, S .
+- of age end is a npturalized citiren o th

heritage. It is not believed he will make m good witness due to
of pertinent details of the facts incident to this ocase.

—has no known criminel record except his admission of
arrests for drunkemmess. ,

"8pringfieid, Ill.
Beptembor 8, 1943.

=t ——— R ———

*1, nkc the following woluntary
statement to and who are Bpocinl Agents
of the Federzl Burcau ol Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind

have becn made to get me to moke £ statement and I do so knowing it may be
£

ueed 4m a epurt o T1ow._
c L0OW

L 1- =S S F Sy 1 Vea W wa L

"} wes born , I came to U.S. :Ln-and
became & raturelized citizen o sle 1N

"] began working at Mine ®B® in d have worked there practically
ever since exocept when the mine was shut down., I joined U.M.%.., when I be~
gan working in Eine "B", I lknow of no difficulty betwsen U.M.U. end Mine “B™
officials whilc I worked there.

"In 1932 P.H.L. was formed and obteined a contract at Kine "B, I
joined P.K.4. then bocause I wented to work et Mine "B", I didn't notice
any difference in tho wey P.M.i. or U.MJu. got along with the Mine "B"
officinls until the trouble in 1937,

"1 remember I wos driving entry on kay 12, 1937 and I was cslled out
shortly before quitting time along with all the other men. 1 wont to the
wash house and changed clothes and cemo home,

®*] think one of the men told me there was no work the noxt day so I
did not go beck to work. I wont out to the Mine the next day to get $5 I
hed left in a pocket of my clothes in the wash house, I had to go through =
a picket line to get it and when I got it I did not go back to the mine for

alaside B aeanems
auLuLy o Jﬂﬁlﬂl

®Before the shutdown I 4id not see eny lebor spios and I don't know
why thc strike wos called. I den't 1liko trouble so I didn't go back umti)

e . - 59 -
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RE: JOHN L. lk<Is, ET AL

INTERVIE: ITH efter it was settled. I did not picket the mine at
enytimo and don't believo in picketing.

gonLinue
"I voted in the Government hold election at the Arsenal

around Dec, 1937. P.il.4. won tho olection by a large majority.

"I went bock to work at Mine ™B" in Dec. 1942 and worked until
June 1943. 1 joined U.M.'.. when I went back to work. I pever saw anyone
get beet up while I worked at liine “B", '

"I did odd jobs during the 5 yrs. I was not ot linc "B nnd the
reascn I did not go back until last year is— and I
wes undecided what to do. :

"I think that U.l.Ww. is & better Union than P.M.A. but I would
Jjoin whichever one wes werking at the mine.

"] anm now werkdng at— hoving sterted three days agc.
*I heve had this thrce page statement read to me by—

and it is true and correct tc the best of my kmowledge.

¢)
witnesseds
Spocial Agent, F.B.I.
Special Agent, F.B.I. hd

: - 80 -
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_Re: JOT¥ L. LEWIS, ET AL
~

.- . _INTERVIEY WITH  The following investigation was condu
N R inoi8, on oeptember l4, 19443
' At the Springfield Field Diviaion. sgents interviewed (NN

P o lives Y
\': Springfield, 1llinois, tHe advised he has never been arreate .

i

7
pring

At ad
o M
at S

rcplies indicating that he is not illiterate, and it is folt

meke a8 fair witness if his testimony were necessary.

sl A
WU lAL

readily understood the questions msked him and gave intelligent
) A o~
1 LS 4=

(24

T
5L

Agents obtained from -the following signod statement:

"Springficld, Ill.
Sopt. 14, 1943

"1 —Sﬁrinﬁfieldi 111, give

the following information to?anu F who are
ents o e F.B.I. Yo threats or promises have

known to mc to be Special Ap
been made me and I give this information of my own froc will,

. "1 am now working as o digger ot Panther Creek #5 I will have
been there I worked at Mine "B" about § years up
to thc strike » r wont back there after that time, I was bora
I camc to the T. S, in and becamc o citizon
or I first joined 4 union in
1 have never been o union officer, B

n g
_t_his was U M.%.

"Prom the time I went to work ot Mine B up until 1932 there was
no trouble between Elshoff and the U,M,7. union. .hen they had the union
aplit I liked thc Progressives and went along to that Union with the rest
at Mine "B", I did no organiting for them. From 1932 until the strike
Zlshoff got along fine with F.M.,A, thore was no trouble of any kind, I
never heerd Elshoff or Falsetti say Thoy had any preforance for U.M.W, over
P.M.A. I was always satisficd with the P,M.A, local Therc was po trouble
therc at all.. I attendcd o fow P.M.A. moetings at that time. At every
meeting they told us how much money had been spent and how much taken in,
I never felt any moncy was being stolen from tho union. It was my opinion
that the P,X.A. men scnt to prison for bombings had been fromed up. I dont
¥mow who 4id it. From 1932 until the minc olosed I never saw nny U.M.7. men
picket Minc "B" or givs out any literature there. I did not know of ony
group in thc P.M.i, that wos U,M.W, though belonging to P.M,A., I never hecard
of any parties given by Elshoff for U.M.%7. officials or they for him.

"] remember when the contract ran out in 1937 we kept on working
under 8 temporary agreement, I may have only hoard this through the other

- Bl -
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TR VIET WITH minors or through the P.M,A, officers. No onc was mad
over this and we all thought that P.M,A, would get o
contract, I did not go to and dont remember any meeting
the night before the mine closed down. I worked the last

continucd)

day the minc operated and went home that night, tho noxt day I went to go
t> work and some of the men met me on the road ond told me the mine wos not
goinz to operstc. 1 did not know there had boen any trouble until thon.

I hcard thot the strike was callod becouse someone over in the Mine office
gxid if wc did not go over to UMV, the mine woas not going to operate. On
the lost day the minc worked I hoard something about cars being loaded

short, but nobody said anything to me and I did not load any cars that way.
I was working in Box‘. at that time. Aftcr the mine closed I helped
picket the minc a couple of days, I signed a petition on the road by tho
minc, no onec made me sign and it wos just to show I wos for the P.M.,A, 1

I heard the U.M.W. had 2 petition but 1 dont know anything elsec about it. I
als> heard vbout the U.LM,¥. forming & new focal, I heard this from tho men
2nd =1sc from thc papers. No one contacted me To join this union, I know
af nc other troubles happening this surmor 1937,

"] romember the sit-down strike ot iine "B"™, I went out to it for
akout 3 weeks and then gzot sick. 1 was not thero the first day tho strike
started. I went out because the other men men did no one told me to go.
There wes no trouble, we werc thore to protcet our Job and geurd the
property., Therc werc no outesiders brought in, just local 54 men. I was not
there when tho U. S, Marshall camc and chased the men out.

".fter the sit-down strikc I only went to minc "B" once that was
to get e slip showing my cxponscs while working thcre, this was For income
tox purposcs. .

"T voted at thce first N.L.R.B. election, I voted the woy I wanted
and n-. onc told mo how to vote, I votcd PLNM,A, I saw some U.M,7. men there
but they did not bother me or Zive me anything, I guoss they just wont there
to vote., 1 went direct to thc Armory from my home,

"1 dont know why Elshoff would not sign a contraoct with P.X 4., ofter
thcy won the olcetion, I hcard something obout somc mine B men and Falaetti
being over at the Jefferson Mine but 1 dont know anything about it.

" hen the mine rcopenod in Sopt. 1939, I got o lottor telling me
to comc back. I wos working at Taylor Mine #12 and did not go back as I did
not like the wzy thinzs were thorc. I oo still o mermber of FP.M.A, T did
not votc in the 2nd K,L.R.B., clection,

-62-



Re: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

= TITH "1 have had Agent sad to me this stotement,
writtcn on this page and four others so far as I can
rceall it is £ll true and correct and is as I have told

it to tho F.B,I. ogents. I am signing this of my own

will as it is all true.
"SIGNED: _ _-_s_i_g_rleg) ______
(signed) .
cial wgent, FJ.B.I.

St a 4 .

continued

®itnesscs:

(signed)
Spceial Azent FOB.I. (Milw,)
Sprinzfield, Ill.

Sept. 14, 1943"
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Re:' JOMN L. TFWLS, ET AL ) ,’—‘L .
. : X-\ L fy:
‘ VY
IRTERVIEY WITH Illinots,
_ wa viewed by Specilal Agents
and ﬁon September 12, . As he noted

in his statement he ha about the Federal agents making instant

investiration but he said he wanted to tell his story anyway and he

R R RS 4 ¥ e A 5 a Sl gTwm g wiala 2T

appeaed very cooperative. He really is not illit.erate but has difficulty
in understanding and answering some questions. However, it is felt he
would make & fair witness if his testimony is needed.

The following is the unsigned statement obtained from _

vy
Sept. 12, 1943.
uy give the following information tm
wno are known to me to be Special Agents o €
sDeds anises or threats have been made me to give this statement.

n] was born % I came
in U.S. in & became a citizen @lvears apo. I first joined U.M.W. in
—1:1 I111. & I nzver have held any union office. I started at Mine B
936 as digger & extra driver and I was mem er of P.M.A. before then.
Till Minec B closed P.ud.A. was good union & they were same as all others as
they give you nothing & you have to work for everything. Therec was no
troublc there before Mipe B closed. There werc some men there before Mine B
closed who wanted to form new U.M.W. local but I kept on working. We were
sztisfied befor:s mine closed with P.X.A. local #54. I go once in awhile
to meetings as I lived so far from Springfield, I11. P.Y¥.A. charged Just
about same dues as other & U.M.W. there now charges more. There was
Just check-eff & no spcc:.al asscssments. I was pleased with P.M.A. officlals
& I nzver nosed around much but Committece protected our rights then O.K.
Bzfore Mine B closed U.L.W. never picketed us but thore wero some men who
favored U.K.W. & I never got any literature from them. I never heard of any
perties given by Elshoff or Falceitti for U,K.W. Before Mine B closad we
worked without a contract & Falcetti told us at Mine B with the Committee
at the timber pile ho told us that we should go to work & that they would
fix up the contract & we would get back pay if contract was fixed that
%ay. Some of thc men didn't like working without a contract & it was about
ime contract ran out. About 100 men stayed in washhouse then but
old us to go to work & next day all vent to work again. I
belicved what Falecetti said then to us & kept on working. Falcetti said
that the company would stand good on the coniract. After this we all went
to work & no trouble started ovcr the pay. A fow were saying we would not
get a contract but I heard it but didn't belicve them as I fclt company wauld
keep their word. I don't remenber if P.M.A. had a me2ting or not before
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

NTERVIEYW WITH  Mine B closed. I did not know there was to be a strike
on day mine closed in spring of 1937 &
I workcd till just beforc quitting time that day. "I
did not load any short cars that day & no one s2id a thing
to me about it. When I came out on top some men said in wash house
mine was on strike & I wont home. I loaded 5 or 6 cars that day. The
m.n said we would not work till they got an agreement. I did not hesr then
abrut any men getting expelled from P.M.A. For & week or so we picketed
Minc B on Jacksonville Road so no U.XE.W. men could get it. I never signed
any Petition for P.M.A. or U.K.W. in summcr of 1937. I hegard that a
fov Minc B men worked at Jofforson Minc. Onc was Tony, an uncld of Tony
Plotch, I wms at sit down strike every day but two days so I stayed
there & watched that no onc would damage the property. No oncforced us to
go> but while there the F.I.A. man told us to stay there but it was all
quiet & p2aczful., About 10 men were supposed to go to work on _ first
d=y but I don't know if thcy went down or not. No outsiders were brot
in, just the local mon. We had visitors there too., I was there when
marshall came & he told us t5 leave & we all went home & no trouble was
therc. He said no onc else would come in & work & we were all glad to go
home then. I never went back to Mine B until it re-opened for good. I
never heard if they tried to reopen it later or not after sit-down strike
& bzfore Mine B re-opened for good I was in a saloon in Auburn, I11. &
Frank Austin & Bowling Green camc to me & asked me when I was going to join
up witr U M.V, & they said all were poing over to U.M.W. & I told them I
would sign over when the rcst did. They did not thresten me at all &
no one bothercé me later on. I voted at N.L.R.B. election in Armory in
Springfiseld, I11. & I voted P.X.A. both times, No one forced me to vote
& it was a secrat ballot. It was an honest election. e went to union
F.N.A. hall first & went over to Armory in groups, of 25 or 50 at a
time. I don't know why Elshoff did not sirm a contract with P.M.A. I got
a letter from Elshoff telling me to return to work in __ fell of 1939
& I think I had to go back in 10 days. I went out & returned to work same
dazy in box@p & it is now shut dovn, I paid dues to P.lLA. myself as
thore was no check-off. Some men talked to me at Mine B of going over
to U.¥.W. but I never was threatened or beaten up. I heard some were
bezten up & threatened. I think I joined over to U.M.Y. after __ secomd
N.L.R.B. election. They knew I was P.i{.A. when Kine B reopensd. I nover }
y

continuec

signed any cards for ULIS7. or P.¥.A. in summer of 1940. The sther da
at Wine B Tony Plotch & several Committee men asked a bunch of us who

had been scen by Federal men & some put up their hands. Some man who I
don’t know vas with then & he was fat & hzd gray hair & he s2id to us

that the Federal men had no business to talk to us but I still want to talk
t5 you men as I have nothing to be afraid of. . Second N.L.R.B. elsction
was jJust same as before. I think U.X., men won because they got more men
there. I didn't see new men at uine B as I was at first cage & did not see
all ___ men there. There was some falls in the nine but it wasn't =0 bad
when Nine B re-opened. I never heard about a fire at Mine B in 1939, 1
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

I think, attend a mesting when NENNEIN° kicked

INTERVIE: WITH did,
* out but I don't recall much about it.
continue
-read this five (5) page sbtatement

: nI have had agent
£t~ me & it is true & correct & I nave gaven this information because I want
to> & it is true cs far as I know, If I don't have to sign it I won't but

1t is true and all corrcct but I want to tell whole truth.

Titnesses:

pecial Agent, F.B.I., St. Paul, Minn.

pccial Agent, FBI (iw.)
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Re: JOE¥ L, LTHIS, LT AL

The followine invostiration was conductec by Special
Sprinrfield, Illinols, on September ’ (|
Sprinsficld, azents
intervicwed wh- ndvisecd hc nover has been arrested. He is
somcwhat ill1terate but uncerstond the questions esked and his answers were
not readily understandable at times and it is folt he would make o poor
witness unlcss his testimony is necessary. Howover, he was very cooperative
and wished to cooperatc in 211 ways possible,

—a:}visad m\vould be unable to
understand the statemont 1f it was rcac to him in English. W

confirmed this anc also stated thot he could not sign his name bu
he would be willing to swear that everything he had told apents was true.

At his resifence,

Ee furnishc? the £ollowing unsizned 